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Alcott's body being found frozen to death on January
i8th?
If Alcott had been murdered, many of the difficulties
would have disappeared. It could have been supposed
that Alcott had not kept his part of the bargain. He
had either never gone to America, or he had returned
from there. It might be supposed that he had been
dissatisfied with his twenty-five thousand pounds, and
had threatened to give information as to Venner's
present identity and whereabouts, hoping to extort more.
Murder, as a reply to blackmail, was by no means
unknown.
But Dr, Priestley, reading again the account of the
evidence at the inquest, could see no possibility of Alcott
having been murdered. The cause of his death had
been established beyond any possibility of doubt. And
it was impossible to believe that he had been forcibly
exposed to the frost until he died, without his body
showing the slightest trace of violence.
His theory seemed so alluring to Dr, Priestley that he
decided to shelve that point for the moment, and to
continue on the assumption that Alcott's death had in
some inexplicable way been contrived. In that case,
it had been contrived by Venner, in order to secure
himself. But Alcott dead, Venner found himself faced
with a very peculiar difficulty, due to the resemblance
which existed between them. He could not afford to
leave the body to be found without any marks of identi-
fication upon it, lest it should be mistaken for his own.
Dr. Priestley smiled to himself as he considered how
this problem must have presented itself to Venner. He
would guess that his own description had been circulated
soon after his disappearance. He would assume that if
the police found the body of an unknown man, the first
thing they would do would be to look through the
descriptions in their possession of missing men. And if